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l.-DEFINITTON
488.] The name fibrillation, or fibrillary twitching, is given to momentary
contractions of small bundles of muscle-fibres which occur spontane-
ously or in response to tapping, or to active or passive movement of a
muscle. They may occur almost continuously in an affected muscle3
first in one part and then in another, and may impart a flickering
motion to the muscle and the overlying skin.
^.-DESCRIPTION
In fibrillation of such a flat and superficial muscle as the pectoralis
major the skin over the fibrillating muscle fascicles is seen to be raised
as though by very fine threads which run in the direction of the muscle-
fibres. The mucous membrane of the fibrillating tongue may be *on the
work* almost as though it were a bag containing tiny wriggling worms,
and as fibrillation of this organ is commonly associated with atrophy
its shrunken and wrinkled appearance when fibrillating is very striking.
In healthy persons fibrillation of the orbicularis oculi (orbicularis
palpebrarum) is a common phenomenon and may be powerful enough
to move the upper lid in a quick 'wink* of slight amplitude. In fibrillation
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